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The Art Department at Northern is well-known and highly regarded throughout the province. Northern has a well-established reputation for instilling a life long interest and love for art. Northern has helped develop both well-known professional and amateur practicing artists. Northern’s reputation has been built up over the years by a consistent policy, which stresses the development of a strong base of art skills, understanding, and awareness in every student. From grade 9 through grade 12 students use creative, challenging, interesting and fun art projects as a means of enhancing their skills and love of art. 

Northern’s Art Department is unique in that it offers two large and distinct programs of art study. 1) The Visual Art Program, a comprehensive grade 9 through to grade 12 course which broadly explores all facets of the art experience. 2) The Art Focus Program, which emphasizes expertise in specific areas of art from grade 10 through 12.  The unique combination of a large art department combined with a variety of teacher expertise allows us to offer a grade 9 program that is a link to all future studies in art.  Grade 9 students, on moving on to grade 10, have the unique but difficult decision of choosing from seven different art courses. Note: - see the Art Department Flow Chart on the reverse side that lists all the art courses offered at Northern. 

The grade 9 program offers students an introduction to all areas of art studies available at Northern.  It also emphasizes the Ministry’s expectations by being organized into three distinct but related strands:  Theory, Creation and Analysis.  Foremost, students will become familiar with a variety of mediums, tools, processes, and technologies to create art works.  

Students will demonstrate an understanding of visual arts concepts by viewing artworks which represent historical, Western, non-Western, Canadian, and contemporary cultures.  They will also explore options for visual arts careers.  Ten study units will provide students with enduring knowledge and essential skills for further studies in visual arts.  Each unit is framed by three essential questions, a strategy that will model problem solving and develop creative thinking skills.  Connections among essential questions and concepts will be made evident from one unit to the next.  Each of the essential questions addresses production, context, or reflection within the Visual Arts program.  “Production” refers to the creation of works of art and design.  “Context” addresses the cultural and historical relevance of artworks and artifacts, and “Reflection” refers to both philosophical questions about art making and more personal questions of value and significance as seen from the student’s point of view.

Unit Titles (Areas of Grade 9 Visual Art Study)

	Introduction

Unit # 1

Unit # 2

Unit # 3

Unit # 4

Unit # 5
	Elements and Principles                    

Basic Drawing-Portraits

Perspective Drawing

Introduction to Art History 

Painting/ Colour Theory

Greek and Roman Art
	Unit # 6

Unit # 7

Unit # 8

Unit # 9

Unit # 10
	3D Form- Ceramics/ Sculpture

Design 

Illustration

Printmaking/ Material Arts

Figure Drawing
	


Incoming grade 9 Northern students have a unique choice of two art courses. They can choose the grade 9 Art Foundation course for a single credit or if they are interested in developing their abilities to a higher degree they can take the Art Fundamentals course. This is a two credit Art Package combining the grade 9 Art Foundation course with a special Grade 10 Drawing course. Students taking this option should phone the department or be recommended by their grade eight art teacher. More information can be obtained by searching our Web site at: http://northern-secondary.com/Joomla/ or by calling the Northern Secondary School Art Department at 416- 393-0284 ext. 20100.  
    Why Take Art at Northern?








